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A LBTTEE OF HENRY DRINKER'S. 

[In the early part of September, 1777, seventeen Friends, or Quakers, 
were arrested and confined, by order of the Continental Congress, for 
manifesting, as they said, a disposition highly inimical to the American 
cause; for publishing and circulating a seditious publication (the said 
seditious publication being an epistle issued by their Meeting for Suffer- 
ings, held at Philadelphia, the 20th of the Twelfth month, 1776), and 
for refusing to sign a parole, promising not to depart from their dwell- 
ing-houses, and to refrain from doing certain other things therein men- 
tioned. They were refused a hearing, and transported to Virginia, 
where they were kept nominally as prisoners, although allowed a con- 
siderable degree of liberty, for about eight months. A few letters of 
Henry Drinker's, one of the banished Friends, written at the time, have 
been preserved, from among which the following has been selected.] 

Winchester 12 Mo. 13th. 1777. 
(7th day evening.) 

Dear Wife 

Another conveyance presenting for forwarding Letters 
into the neighborhood of Philadelphia, 1 1 take up my pen, 
tho' under a very uncertain prospect how or when this may 
reach thee, if at all. 

Thy last Letters of the 5th and 23rd ultos. I have several 
times owned the receipt of — those per Stockton & Mont- 
gomery don't come. Perhaps Some Pennsylv* Brethren 
may think us worthy of a visit, & be with us either in next 
week or the week following, that is, before the approaching 
Quarterly Meeting to be held at Fairfax, or after it, & by 
them it is possible some of the missing Letters may come. 

Our persecutors bundled us together, and imprisoned and 
banished us as they thought proper ; it was an act of vio- 
lence & oppression in which we were plunged, without any 
direction or choice of ours. Among the prisoners thou 
must remember William Drewett Smith. As he had sub- 
mitted so far to their arbitrary power as to subscribe to a 
Test imposed on him when released out of prison, we could 

1 Philadelphia was then in possession of the British. 
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hardly expect he would have been banished, inasmuch as 
the Congress & Council had offered to discharge us all if 
we would affirm or swear to a new formed Test of theirs, 
but among the Jargon of inconsistencies which their Malice 
& cruelty led them into, this happened, & W. D. Smith was 
sent in our Company. His conduct has been inoffensive and 
obliging — he has attended most of our conferences, in 
several of which it has been proposed & understood to be 
agreed to by all, that no one prisoner Should separately pur- 
sue any measure towards obtaining his enlargement, with- 
out first acquainting the others therewith; but regardless of 
this prudent & necessary regulation, the Doct r left us on 
2 nd day morning last, without giving the least hint to any, 
so far as I can learn, of his intending to go above 5 miles 
from hence, but as no Tidings have reached us since re- 
specting him, we conclude he has proceeded to Philad a ., & 
may be there by this time. Without commenting on the 
Doctor's conduct, I will just add, that with respect to myself, 
I don't intend to sneak Home in a private manner, but 
when I think the time is come, it shall be as openly & 
publicly as may be. This circumstance, together with some 
others of a close & trying nature which may not be ex- 
plained with propriety at present, has led me into a serious 
& close consideration of our situation from the time of our 
imprisonment until the present day, and a retrospection is 
so far from administering discouragement, or producing 
weakness, that I think it may with truth be said, that 
strength & renewed confirmation have been derived there- 
from. For the Testimony of a good conscience, & for the 
preservation of peace in my own mind, was I induced to 
withstand the arbitrary, lawless requisitions made, & altho' 
Bond, & Banishment followed, yet not one painful moment, 
or a condemning thought has succeeded, but a series of 
calm & quiet has for the last three months accompanied my 
Spirit, that I am now looking back at it, as at divers other 
times, with thankful admiration. And my fervent prayer 
is that I may experience the supporting, sustaining power of 
the good Hand, so as to be preserved from repining under 
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the present dispensation, and to wait with humble, de- 
pendent resignation until He, in his infinite Wisdom may 
open the way for my deliverance, believing that His time, 
His way, and His manner will be the best, without the 
workings & contrivances of the Creature ; an assurance that 
we all might thus carefully wait & watch for the right sea- 
son would afford comfort & singular quiet to some Travail- 
ing Spirits. And here I quit this weighty subject. . . . 

It is my earnest request that my Betsy would strive to 
give me up in the present day of Tribulation, that she would 
be quite easy about my sojourning here — all seems well, 
very well — don't spare my worldly substance to obtain such 
necessaries & conveniences as thou & our Children may See 
to be useful & proper for you. And let me again excite 
thee to consider the distresses & wants of the poor & needy 
in this day of affliction & tryal. They have a right to 
partake of what providence has blessed me with, & there- 
fore withhold it not from them. 

I salute my endeared Spouse & Sister, our precious Chil- 
dren, & rest thy invariably affectionate H. D. 



